3: Compacting and Differentiation for Skill Work

they probably need to spend considerable learning
time on extension activities. If they refuse to do the
assigned work but get high grades on quizzes, tests,
and other assessments, they need differentiation.
However, if they are actively engaged in learning
and appear to be struggling to learn for much of the
time, the activities you are already using may be
adequate and less differentiation may be needed.

This chapter presented two ways to manage dif-
ferentiation for math and other skill-based areas: the
Learning Contract and Math Achievement Teams
(MATYS). The main difference between these
approaches and others you may have used in the past
is that students who become eligible for differentia-
tion aren’t allowed to race through the grade-level
assignments. Instead, they are required to wait until
you instruct their group or the rest of the class on
those topics. Students must also follow specific work-
ing conditions to remain eligible for differentiation.

Sometimes we teachers can force our students
to do work they know they don't need, but they can
make us wish we hadn’t forced them. They respond
with sloppy, careless, or messy work, turned in late
or not at all. We fight back, sending notes home on
a regular basis, but it’s a losing battle. If you've been
looking for a better way to motivate your students,
try the methods described in this chapter. You'll
need to do some preparation, but once a system is in
place, it will practically run itself. Your reward will
come as you watch your students perk up and will-
ingly engage in challenging work.
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Learning Contract — Example 2

Name

Topic Ancient Egypt

Resources:

Print and Internet resources are fisted here by the student before beginnina
the activities.

Rules 1 will follow while working on this contract:

I will show what | have learned by: (Bloom's Taxonomy verbs)

*Describing___ 3 typical day for a student jn Ancient Egypt

*l"ustraltlng~-ﬁ-Mﬂ%lczLm_tzzaAazglgzmmmuz(Q

*Summarizlng 9 ¢ 2S and jo!
**Designing——ﬂ-ﬂmlcaLEg.wtiaa&mm
“Criﬂqulng%mlm

**Analyzin9-iﬂnﬂadtias_eﬂd differences between Ancient Egypt and the

and iob

USA__
I will do this by:

(date)
Student

Teacher

* Bloom’s Taxonomy lower level objectives

** Bloom's Taxonomy higher level objectives



Name

Topic

Resources:

Rules I will follow while working on this contract:

| will show what | have learned by:

(Bloom’s Taxonomy Verb)

(Bloom’s Taxonomy Verb)

(Bloom's Taxonomy Verb)

I will do this by:

Student

Teacher

(date)
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[ic-Tac-Toe activities are user-friendly and easy to write. Use this format for any grade level and
with any subject or content. Follow the steps below as you learn to write both activities and assess-

ments using this format.

—__1. Decide on a major theme, focus or topic for the student activities. This may be in
conjunction with a certain unit of study, or it may be generic, such as a spelling Tic-Tac-Toe

that could be used with spelling words for several weeks.

2. Look at your state standards in one or more subject areas to give you a focus for the

activities you will write.

3. Start writing as many activities as you can think of that correlate with the standards and/or
topic. Write each activity on separate small Post-it® notes.

— 4. Place the Post-it® notes with the activities on a blank Tic-Tac-Toe grid in any order. You
will find a blank form on page 77 and on the Activities and Assessments CD.

5. Check the configuration of the activities on the grid. Move the Post-it® notes around until

you get the student choices in appropriate positions so that no matter which way students
choose, they will be doing the variety of activities you desire.

6. You may want to categorize the activities according to Multiple Intelligences, Leaming
Modalities, Learning Styles, Bloom's Taxonomy, subject areas, etc. Look for many different

examples in the Tic-Tac-Toe grids in this book.

___7. When you have all activitiés in the desired order, write or type them onto a Tic-Tac-Toe
grid.

8. If you develop a Ti¢c-Tac-Toe and decide some of the activities in it are too difficult or too
easy for some of your students, substitute a more appropriate activity or activities as need-
ed. Many times you will only need to change one or two activities out of the nine to make a

more difficult or less difficult version of the Tic-Tac-Toe. You could end up with tiered Tic-
Tac-Toes, all of which focus on the same topic but with slightly different activities.

9. Write an easy-to-understand checklist of assessment criteria for each of the activities.

Put the criteria into a Tic-Tac-Toe assessment grid, with the criteria corresponding to the
number of the activity. Include points as desired. You will find a blank form to use on page

78 and on the Activities and Assessments CD.

—10. List standards covered on the Tjc- [ac-Toe form itself or on a separate page.
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Tic-Tac-Toe for Student Choice Activities

1. 2. 3.
4. 5. 6
2 3 5
Name | chose activities # - , #
Date Due date
© Pieces of Learning 77
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Writing tiered lessons and units can be challenging. Below are Some steps to guide your plan-
ning. Use the blank Tiered Lesson form on the next page on the Activities and Assessment CD to

write your own Tiered Lesson or Unit.

___1. Establish which standards, objectives, knowledge or skilis all students need to know at
the end of this lesson or unit, Use your state's standards documents to guide you.

—_2. Think about activities you have done with students in the past to reach these standards or
objectives. Make a list of all you can think of.

3. Add more activities to your list as you brainstorm with other teachers or get ideas from the
textbook or other resources,

—4. Decide which of these are appropriate learning activities for all students. These will
become your whole class activities.

you may have four levels.

——_6. Think about ways to expand or extend the easier activities so they will be challenging for
higher ability students and ways to simplify the more difficuit activities so that your strug-
gling students can do them successfully.

— 7. Look carefully at your list of activities. Many times you will have more activities than your
students couid Possibly do given the amount of time you have for the unit, Decide which
activities are essential and which could be eliminated if necessary. You may want to save a
few of the activities to use with students at any level who finish their work before others.

—8. Check again to make sure al| activities will lead to students learning and mastering the
standards and objectives.

—_9. Make certain that activities at all levels are engaging and interesting. Nothing discour-
ages achievement faster than students thinking that the other group is the one with the fun,
interesting or enjoyable activity while the learning activity they have been assigned is not.

—_10. Write your unit or lesson plan using the Tiered Lesson Plan form found on pages
151-152. You can also find this form on the Activities and Assessment CD.

—_11. Plan daily lessons based on your Tiered Lesson or Unit plan.

—_12. As you would with any lesson or unit, gather supplies and resources needed to do the
activities.
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1.

Objectives 2.
or

Standards 3.

4,

Whole Class Activities
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