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So you want to teach an interdisciplinary a course?

1. Are you sure?

2. Find a friend

3. Pick an interesting question or 
problem

4. Plan in chunks

5. Create projects that draw from 
multiple disciplines & address 
the interesting question

Bonus Pro tip: Check the events 
calendar



Earth’s Radiation Balancew
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Donna Brazile
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Policy Making

Gwen Ifill

How does climate work?

Sondermann Presidential 
Symposium

Climate Communication

How are policies made?

Block 1



Sustainabilityw
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Three Prong Campaign:
Commercial

Baca Trip
Global Carbon Cycle
Guest Lecturer: Ian Johnson
Personal Carbon Footprint

Interest Group: 
American Petroleum Institute

Block 1

COMMERCIAL.mp4
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Paleoclimate

Jamelle Bouie
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Ideology & Public Opinion

Block 2

Icehouse Hothouse
Milankovitch Cycles
El Niño

Ancient Civilization & Climate

Field Trip: Florissant Fossil Beds 
National Monument

Framing in Politics
Ideology
Public Opinion
Polarization

Sondermann Presidential Symposium 
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Climate Negotiation

Personalities & Communication

Climate Communication & Policymaking

Final Project: Campaign for Climate Change

Public Policy Making in Action
State Representatives Lee (D) & Roupe (R) visit with our class

Yale’s Program on Climate Change Communication
Jenn Marlon, Guest Lecturer

Block 2



Final Project:
Campaign for Climate Change

1. Two advertisements reflecting the goals of 
your group’s interest in climate change. 
Advertisements must address the “cautious” 
and “doubtful” portions of the American 
Public

2. An editorial for the New York Times
explaining one relevant piece of climate 
change research

3. An outreach program targets at your 
assigned district or state that activates & 
involves citizenry

4. Develop a strategy for lobbying a national-
level congress member from your district or 
state

Groups & Districts
• New Mexico, Congressional District 2 -

Clean Energy Action
• Montana (at large) - TerraPass
• California, Congressional District 2 -

California Climate Action Registry
• Colorado, Congressional District 1 - Rocky 

Mountain Institute
• Hawaii, Congressional District 1 - 350.org
• North Dakota (at large) - Citizen Climate 

Lobby
• Utah, Congressional District 4 - NRDC
• Texas, Congressional District 28 - Earth 

Justice



Utah’s 4th Congressional District

NRDC

Cautious Group



California’s 2nd Congressional District

Climate Registry

Doubtful Group

Utah’s 4th Congressional District

NRDC

Doubtful Group

NRDC Commercial.mp4
NRDC Commercial.mp4

