
Professor George Butte, Department of English 

Half Block 2017: 

EN280: INTRODUCTION TO 

NARRATIVE MEDICINE 

What kinds of narrative 

skills are essential for 

medical professionals? 

What are the differences 

between scientific or  

epidemiological knowledge 

and narrative knowledge? 

How can listeners  

locate the patient’s 

story in larger  

institutional stories  

of class, gender,  

ethnicity, politics,  

and nationality? 

How can narrative training  

help to understand episodes of 

illness from multiple points of 

view and tolerate ambiguity 

and uncertainty? 

How does the listener’s 

story filter and 

reconstruct the patient’s 

story? 

How can listeners follow  

a patient’s narrative 

thread better, identify the 

images and metaphors in 

their telling, and identify 

unspoken subtexts? 

Class will feature visits by area medical professionals 

committed to the value of narrative medicine. 


