By ROBERT LEE

REW: &XORK, NY. —
esident Joseph D. Mo-
tu of the Congo-Kinsha-
(formerly Leopoldville)
s turned his military re-
ne down a noisily na-
malistic path that few
ople—probably not even
obutu—imagined it would
low when he seized
Wer a year ago.

With an estimated $2 to

billion invested in the
ngo, Belgian business-
n normally perspire in
ir  air-conditioned of-
es during any political
neaval. But they quietly
vlauded the swift Mo-
tu takeover of Nov. 24,
55.

‘hey believed army rule
uld be a corrective to
at they perceived as a
ift to the left” after the
missal of longtime Bel-
n favorite, Moise
lombe, as Prime Minis-

o Octh . 13, . 1965.
ombe- was dismised by
sident Joseph Kasavu-
who feared him as a
il in the. presidential
“tions scheduled for last
rch. : : 5

fobutu baﬁishe’d' the
 rivals and canceled
elections. -

fricans made stronger
imptions that the Bel-
1s about the rightist
ure of the new Mobutu
ime. The party organ of
eria’s socialist govern-
it called Mobutu a
awman” of the *for-
monopolies.” Fhe pa-
drew analogies _be-
n. the 1965 coup and
of 1960, in which Mo-

national terms: But his
leftist tendencies’ worried
Kasavubu, the Belgians
and the United. Nations,
which had been charged
with restoring order in
the newly independent
Congo.

It was Mobutu who

made sure Lumumba was °

put on a plane that took
him to a grisly death at
the hands of Tshombe and
his henchmen in Katanga
province.

Lumumba the Horo

Now this made Lumum- |

ba a martyr of Congolese
independence, and a poten-
tially useful political tool
in the Congo.. But who
would expect Mobutu to be
the one to resurrect him?
Maybe someone who re-
membered that Mobutu
once turned out press re-
leases for Lumumba.

As early as January this
year Lumumba’s name
was regaining favor in

.Kinshasa. And on the sixth

anniversary of Congolese
independence, June 30, Pres-
ident Mobutu called him a
“national hero.”

“It is because he talked
about economic independ-
ence that he was killed,”
the president said.

Mobutu has been doing
so much talking about it
he has the Belgians quak-
Ing in their copper mines,
and Americans who  had
planned investments in the
Congo have reportedly
been - discouraged. - The

clean sheet of capitalist
confidence with which Mo- 3
butu set out has been

~ongo Nationalism

Congo, G. McMurtrie God-
ley, repeatedly .sought to
restrain Mobutu from his
attacks on the Belgians. -

This is the context in
which Ambassador Godley
returned to Washington a
month ago for what the
State Department describ-
‘ed as “‘indefinite consulta-
tions.” The move was laid
to personal frictions be-

tween the ambassador and

President Mobutu.

Kasavubu President Joseph Mobutu
Leaders of the Congo since independence
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Leonard
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prime minis-
cter_and set
himself
above it all
as president
for five
years, in a
- “regime of
exception.”
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In fact, Mobutu fo
himself doing his own
islating. In March he
solved the parliament.
brought it back in Sept
ber, but without its pr
ous powers.

Less than a month
he dismissed cautious
lamba. Thus, Mobutu
taken all power into
hands.

along with the Congolese
government
highly respected man
Department, military officers who w
having achieved the high his closest advisers in
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Congo, G. McMurtrie God-
ley, repeatedly . sought to
restrain Mobutu from his
attacks on the Belgians. -

This is the context in
which Ambassador Godley
returned to Washington a
month ago for what the
State Department describ-

‘ed as “indefinite consulta-

tions.” The move was laid

to personal  frictions be- "
tween the ambassador and

President Mobutu.

These frictions had de-
veloped as a result of a
series of incidents, includ-
ing a threat by Mobutu to
close all foreign consulates
in the Congo outside Kin-

-shasa. He said these dip-

lomatic establishments
were nests of subversion

and he preferred independ- -

ence to rice and wheat.

Since . American assist-
ance to the Congo has in-
cluded large shipments of
these commodities, that
was a direct slap at the
United States.

U.S. economic aid to the
Congolese has averaged
about $45 million a year
since independence in 1960.

along with the Congolese

government - — ‘he is a
highly respected man in
the  State Department,

having achieved the high
rank of career minister at
the age of 49 — than as an
American effort to clarify
its desire to avoid a .strong
commitment to any Congo-
lese government. Memories
‘'of .involvement with - the

~Diem regime in Viet Nam
-are too fresh.

-seem fo be seeking not to
oppose Mobutu, whose bas-
ic approach it has always
thought correct, but rather
to avoid becoming too
closely identified with him.

It should be added that
U.S. - Congolese relations
are also a victim of Mobu-

_ tu’s heightened sensitivi-

ties on points of national
pride.

One reason for his
touchiness is undoubted-
ly the presence on the in-
ternational scene of for-
mer premier M o i s-e
Tshombe, who periodical-
ly announces that he will
one day return to “take his
place” in the Congo.

_fer and -set

The United States would .

nation, i.e. the protector of
higher national interests.”

This change can be fol-

lowed in the evolving
structure of = Congolese
government.

At first Mobutu retained
the essential elements of a
parliamentary system pat-
terned after that of Bel-
gium. He ap-
pointed Col.
Leonard
Mulamba as
prime minis-

himself
above it all
as president
Lo L five ~u
years, in a .

“regime Of Mulamba

exception.”

In fact,

islating. In March he dis-
solved the parliament. He
brought it back in Septem-
ber, but without its previ-
ous powers.

Less than a month ago,
he dismissed cautious Mu-
lamba. Thus, Mobutu has

taken all power into his -

hands.

He has also
military officers who were
his closest advisers in the
early days of the regime.

Instead, he is being guided

- by a “kitchen cabinet” of

four intellectuals, all un-
der thirty (Mobutu is 36.),

" all relatively inexperienced,

all of -them oriented to-
ward the left.

They share with Mobutu
a .contempt for politicians,
whom they judge responsi-

ble for the Congo’s vacil- -

lating ‘course from inde-
pendence to 1965 and an
admiration for people who
can get a job done. The
group appears to rein-
force Mobutu’s natural im-
pulsiveness.

As a result, declarations
and decrees have been far

outpacing the govern- -

ment’s ability to
ment them.

imple-

Having put a definitive
end to the rebellion earli-

er this year, Mobutu has

undisputed military con-

trol over the ‘country.
However, the government
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Mobutu found
himself doing his own leg-

" pushed
-aside the trio of Belgian

pr ovincial administrative
machinery, mesh. Redraw-
ing provincial boundaries
seems to have helped little
and the recent replace-
ment of four of the best
governors by military men
appears to promise even
poorer administration.

Economic Problems

Where he has been able
to utilize the army,.Mo-
butu has ‘been more ef-
fective.. For instance, he
improved policing of dia-
mond mining areas and re-

‘duced * smuggling. THTS

helped to bring a halt to
the steady deterioration of
the value of -the Congo-
lese franc.

Outside tbe army, Mo-

_butu has tried ‘to create a

power base -in the ferm of
volunteer 'youth —.move-
ments: of a paramilitary
nature. Recruits are now
said to number in the tens
of thousands; more than
3,000 marched in the June
30 parade -in Kinshasa.
They are charged with the
defense of the state against
its enemies.

Armed, they would cer-
tainly represent an impor-
tant force. But it -seems
doubtful they.can be used
to attack the Congo’s
principal problems, - which
are economic.

Rising copper prices and
production nave kept in-
dustrial export earnings

‘high, but agrxcultural pro-

duction has not recovered
from the damage it suf-
fered during the 1964 re-
bellion, 'The slogan: Mo-
butu launched a year ago,
“Let’s roll up our sleeves
and go to work,” has ap-
parently ““fallen_ on._deaf
ears. i

_The - Congo ‘'is import-
ing foodstuffs it used to
produce for export. The of-
ficial valuation placed on
the Congolese franc — a
third of its free market
value — destroys all in-
centive for agricultural ex-
ports.

The government has been
reluctant to resort te de-
valuation, fearing it might
lead to runaway mfldtlon
Mobutu has succeeded in
stabilizing. but not improv-
ng. substanflally the eco-
nomic situation of his
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lauded the swift Mo-
1 takeover of Nov. 24,
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hey believed army rule
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it they perceived as a
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nissal of longtime Bel-
. favorite, Moise
ombe, as Prime Minis-
e Octh . 13 1965,
ombe- was dismised by
ident - Joseph Kasavu-
who feared him as a
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tions’ scheduled for last
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rivals and canceled
elections.

fricans made stronger
imptions  that the Bel-
s about the rightist
ire of the new Mobutu
me. The party organ of
ria’s socialist govern-
t called Mobutu a
awman” of the ‘‘for-
. monopolies.” The pa-
drew analogies _be-
en. the - 1965 coup- and
of 1960, in which Mo-
1 used his paratroops
elp President Kasavu-
et rid of Prime Minis-
Patrice Lumumba.

imumba is generally
gnized as the first Con-
se politician to think in

CKUP

Now this made Lumum-
ba a martyr of Congolese
independence, and a poten-
tially useful political tool
in the Congo. . But who
would expect Mobutu to be
the one to resurrect him?
Maybe someone who re-
membered that Mobutu
once turned out press re-
leases for Lumumba.

As early as January this
year Lumumba’s name
was regaining favor in

Kinshasa. And on the sixth

anniversary of Congolese
independence, June 30, Pres-
ident Mobutu called him a
“national hero.”

“It is because he talked
about economic independ-
ence that he was killed,”
the president said.

Mobutu has been doing
so much talking about it
he has the Belgians quak-
ing in their copper mines,
and Americans who  had
planned investments in the
Congo have reportedly
been - discouraged. The
clean sheet of capitalist

confidence with which Mo-

butu set out has been
crinkled.

First he picked a flght
with the Belgian airline,
Sabena, which provides the
C’)n}ZO’S principal link with
Europe and operates the
Congolese airline, Air Con-
go. Then he tangled with
the giant copper-mining
firm, the Union Miniere.

Finally he slapped a sales
tax on gasoline and forbid
0il companies to raise
their prices. He gave way
only when they threatened
to cut off imports.

Most of Mobutu’s wrath
has been directed against
the Belgians. He demanded
the recall of a political of-
ficer in the Belgian Em-
bassy after discovery of a
plot against the regime
last May, and later he
forced the removal of the
Belgian consul in Kisang-
ani (formerly Stanleyville)
on a rather thin pretext.

Friction With U.S.

This anti - Belgianism,
which has seemed almost
paranoic at times, has put
the United States in a del-
icate position. The attitude
made no sense unless Mo-
butu believed he could rely
on the United States to
take over the Belgian role
in case of a total break
with the former metropole.

U.S. ambassador to the

3

‘ed as

Lumumba

Kasavubu

Congo, G. McMurtrie God-
ley, repeatedly.sought to
restrain Mobutu from his
attacks on the Belgians. -

This is the context in
which Ambassador Godley
returned to Washington a
month ago for what the
State Department describ-
“indefinite consulta-
tions.” The move was laid
to personal frictions be-

tween the ambassador and

President Mobutu.

These frictions had de-
veloped as a result of a
series of incidents, includ-
ing a threat by Mobutu to
close all foreign consulates
in the Congo outside Kin-

-shasa. He said these dip-

lomatic establishments
were nests of subversion

and he preferred independ- -

ence to rice and wheat.

Since - American assist-
ance to the Congo has in-
cluded large shipments of
these commodities, that
was a direct slap at the
United States.

U.S. economic aid to the
Congolese has averaged
about $45 million a year
since independence in 1960.
In addition, a relatively

_small program of military

support has been main-
tained to help the Congo-
lese army combat a rebel-
lion that began in 1964
and ended only this year.

An American official
told Mobutu that his jibe
at the United States would
not make it any easier to
get. Congress to approve
renewal of the Congolese
aid program. Mobutu con-
strued the remark as inter-
ference in the internal af-
fairs of the Congo, for
which he held Godley re-
sponsible.

But Godley’s return is
being interpreted less as
simple inability to get

ey

President Joseph Mobutu
Leaders of the Congo since independence

along with the Congolese

government - — he is a
highly respected man in
the State Department,

having achieved the high
rank of career minister at
the age of 49 — than as an
American effort to clarify
its desire to avoid a strong
commitment to any Congo-
lese government. Memories
‘of involvement with the
Diem regime in Viet Nam
.-are too fresh.

o fihe United States would .

-seem fo Be seeking not. to
oppose Mobutu, whose bas-
ic approach it has always
thought correct, but rather
to- avoid becoming too
closely identified with him.

It should be added that
U.S. - Congolese relations
are also a victim of Mobu-
tu’'s heightened sensitivi-
ties on points of national
pride.

One reason for his
touchiness is undoubted-
ly the presence on the in-
ternational scene of for-
mer premier Mois e
Tshombe, who periodical-
ly announces that he will
one day return to “take his
place” in the Congo.

However small a threat
Tshombe actually repre-
sents to the Kinshasa re-
gime, there is no doubt he
makes Mobutu jumpy. But
the president’s nationalis-
tic attitudes may also be
a result of a profound
change in his thinking.

Lumumba the Hero

He told the Paris - based
magazine Jeune Afrique
that the Belgian press had
not ‘“understood the dif-
ference between Gen. Mo-
butu, the great mute, the
commander - in - chief,
charged with the security
of persons and property,
and President Mobutu, who
has become a man of the

s
-
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Congo, G. McMurtrie God-
ley, repeatedly.sought to
restrain Mobutu from his
attacks on the Belgians. .

This is the context in
which Ambassador Godley
returned to Washington a
month ago for what the
State Department describ-
“indefinite consulta-

tions.” The move was laid

to personal  frictions be-"
tween the ambassador and.

President Mobutu.

These frictions had de-

veloped as a result of a
series of incidents, includ-
ing a threat by Mobutu to
close all foreign consulates

_in the Congo outside Kin-
-shasa. He said these dip-

lomatic establishments
were nests of subversion

and he preferred independ- -

ence to rice and wheat.

Since . American assist-
ance to the Congo has in-
cluded large shipments of
these commodities, that
was a direct slap at the
United States.

U.S. economic aid to the
Congolese has averaged
about $45 million a year
since independence in 1960.
In addition, a relatively

_small program of military

support has been main-
tained to help the Congo-
lese army combat a rebel-
lion that began in 1964
and ended only this year.

An American official
told Mobutu that his jibe
at the United States would
not make it any easier to
get- Congress to approve
renewal of the Congolese
aid program. Mobutu con-
strued the remark as inter-
ference in the internal af-
fairs of the Congo, for
which - he held - Godley re-
sponsible.

But Godley’s return ISt

being interpreted less as
simple inability to get

along with the Congolese
government: =~ she “is ' a
highly respected man in
the State Department,
having achieved the high
rank of career minister at
the age of 49 — than as an
American effort to clarify
its desire to avoid a strong
commitment to any Congo-

lese government. Memories
'of involvement with the
Diem regime in Viet Nam
are too fresh.

The United States would .
-seem fo be seeking not. to

oppose Mobutu, whose bas-
ic approach it has always
thought correct, but rather
to avoid becoming too
closely identified with him.

It should be added that
U.S. - Congolese relations
are also a victim of Mobu-

~ tu’s heightened sensitivi-

ties on points of national
pride.

One reason for his
touchiness is undoubted-
ly the presence on the in-
ternational scene of for-
men premiep M o 1 s 'e
Tshombe, who periodical-
ly announces that he will
one day return to “take his
place” in the Congo.

However smal]l a threat
Tshombe actually repre-
sents to the Kinshasa re-
gime, there is no doubt he
makes Mobutu jumpy. But
the president’s nationalis-
tic attitudes may also be
a result of a profound
change in his thinking.

Lumumba the Hero

He told the Paris - based
magazine Jeune Afrique
that the Belgian press had
not ‘“understood the dif-
ference between Gen. Mo-
butu, the great mute, the
commander - in - chief,
charged with the security
of persons and property,
and President Mobutu, who
has become a man of the

above it all
as president
for five
years, in a
“regime of
exception.”

Mulémba

In fact, Mobutu found
himself doing his own leg-

islating. In March he dis-
solved the parliament. He
brought it back in Septem-
ber, but without its previ-
ous powers.

Less than a month ago,
he dismissed cautious Mu-
lamba. Thus, Mobutu has

taken all power into his -

hands.

He has also
aside the trio of Belgian
military officers who were
his closest advisers in the
early days of the regime.
Instead, he is being guided

by a ‘“kitchen cabinet” of

four intellectuals, all un-
der thirty (Mobutu is 36.),
all relatively inexperienced,
all of -them oriented to-
ward the left.

They share with Mobutu
a .contempt for politicians,
whom they judge responsi-
ble for the Congo’s vacil-
lating ‘course from inde-
pendence to 1965 and an
admiration for people who
can .get a job done. The
group appears to rein-
force Mobutu’s natural im-
pulsiveness.

As a result, declarations
and decrees have been far

outpacing the govern- -

ment’s ability to
ment them.

imple-

Having put a definitive
end to the rebellion earli-

er this year, Mobutu has

undisputed military con-
trol over the -country.
However, the government
does not have a political
presence in the interior ap-
proaching that of the co-
lonial administration.

Mobutu has shown only',
a limited capacity to make -

the unwieldy bureaucracy
in Kinshasa, much less
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helped to bring a halt to
the steady deterioration of
the value of the,COngo-
lese franc.

Outside the army, Mo-
butu has tried to create a
power base in the ferm of
youth -move-
ments of a paramilitary
nature. Recruits are now
said to number in the tens
of thousands; more than
3,000 marched in the June
30 parade -in Kinshasa.
They are charged with the
defense of the state against
its enemies.

Armed, they would cer-
tainly represent an impor-
tant force. But it seems
doubtful they.can be used
to attack the Congo’s
principal problems, which
are economic.

Rising copper prices and
production nave kept in-
dustrial export earnings
high, but agricultural pro-
duction has not recovered
from the damage it suf-
fered during the 1964 re-
bellion, 'The slogan: Mo-
butu launched a year ago,
“Let’s roll up our sleeves
and go to work,” has ap-
parently *“fallen. on. deaf
ears.

The Congo is import-
ing foodstuffs it used to
produce for export. The of-
ficial valuation placed on
the Congolese franc — a
third of its free market

" value — destroys all in-

centive for agricultural ex-
ports. :

The governrpent has been
reluctant to resort to de-
valuation, fearing it might
lead to runaway inflation.
Mobutu has succeeded in
stabilizing but not improv-
ing. substantially the eco-
nomic situation of his
country despite the fact he
talks in terms of self-sus-
taining economic growth
by 1975.

And there lies the dilem-
ma of the nationalistic ap-
proach that Mobutu bhas

“adopted. - Every assertion

of economic independence

~ (that is to say assaults on

Belgian - control of Congo-
lese industry) tends to in-

_jure the country’s chances

for economic groswth, which
is probably the only long-
run. . guarantee .of inde-

- pendence.

ROBERT LEE is a Minne-
apolis Tribune staff
writer on leave for grad-
uate study at Columbia
University -after a year
in Africa.



