






















































Dear Van, 
 
Greetings from Baltimore, Maryland! Five years ago I received my bachelors from CC, capping 
off a wonderful four years. As I move forward in my career and take on new challenges, my 
appreciation for the CC experience continues to deepen. Having spent my first three years post-
CC in the non-profit sector, I used the occasion of an MBA from George Washington University 
to resurrect dormant math and economics skills. I am now working as a consultant for the 
business analytics division of IBM, an area that helps organizations leverage data to improve 
outcomes. It is a great position for a Colorado College graduate, for somebody who is 
comfortable moving quickly from one industry or challenge to the next, for somebody who can 
work with numbers, and with people, for somebody who, when push comes to shove, really 
knows how to immerse him or herself in a problem and understand it from the inside out.   
  
Colorado College, and opportunities I had there such as the Van Skilling award, prepared me for 
this new challenge. The award helped me focus my studies following a rigorous but immensely 
rewarding junior-year block in dynamic macroeconomics.  It enabled me to acquire software that 
pushed me to go deeper on a subject that captured my imagination and begin my thesis work a 
full year before its due date. It certainly contributed to a better final product, and has served as an 
accomplishment that I can point to when pursuing new opportunities.    
  
Thank you for the wonderful opportunity you granted me, and for your continued support of 
student research and initiative in economics and business. Unfortunately, I was unable to make 
the trip out to Colorado Springs this year; however, I am thrilled to be part of the effort to honor 
you and all you have done, and will certainly be there in spirit this Friday afternoon in Gates! 
  
Warmly, 
- John Dillman 
 



 

October 8, 2012 

Dear Van Skilling, 

 

I am writing to thank you for the opportunity to receive a Van Skilling Award during my time at 
The Colorado College.   I graduated in May with a Bachelor of Arts in International Political Economy 
with a minor in African Studies and a certificate in Community Engaged Leadership.   The research 
experience made possible by the Van Skilling Award stands as one of the most rewarding experiences I 
had during my time at The Colorado College. 

 In my four years at CC I received two Van Skilling Awards.  In the first the original goal was to study how 
changes in the way that India collects HIV statistics affects HIV prevalence numbers.  After doing a lot of 
research, my partner Dan Kwan and I realized that the numbers just weren’t  available,  so  instead  we  
pivoted our question to data that we could find and looked at how economic recessions affect HIV 
funding, both from the United States to India, and The United States to the rest of the world.  We found, 
predictably, that funding did significantly decrease with recessions, but interestingly that there was a 
one to two year lag before the decrease in funding took place, often starting after the recession was 
over.  Through this experience I learned that research challenges often  can’t  be  foreseen  when  starting  a  
project, and flexibility is important. 

The Second Van Skilling Award was to use new data to update a paper written by Colorado College 
President Jill Tiefenthaler on how well the government funds for domestic violence in the US are 
distributed.  Working with Logan Dahl and Michael Cooley, we were able to construct a really interesting 
data-set,  finding  that  many  of  the  predictors  from  Tiefenthaler’s  previous  paper  had  changed.    While  
some people might have had more recreational experiences in their final blocks, I view doing this 
research with two good friends as one of the best things I could have done with my final months at CC. 

I am currently studying public policy at The Hertie School of Governance, in Berlin.  I am continuing to 
study public health and policy through the lens of economics and I have my experience at CC to thank 
for inspiring me towards the field. 

At the moment, I am working with two friends on a website start-up, and developing a non-profit 
consulting firm at my graduate school.  My Skilling Awards have helped me realize that I am capable, 
even as a student, of tackling big problems, contributing analysis and solutions, and that education and 
teaching can be structured creatively.  Thank you so much. 

Sincerely, 

Benjamin A Snow   


