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'COLORADO COLLEGE MAY
HAVE NEW OBSERVATORY

The Authormes Are Plannmg to Establish ta! tion

on Knob Hill and Equip It Wit

with

Powerful Telescope.

The authorities of Colorado college
_are considering establishing a new ob-
The building, which ac-
cording to tentative plans, will be the
most complete for the purpose in the
. west, will be erected on high ground in
== the vicinity- of the city, possibly on
- Knob hill, It will possess a telescope
- of large power,
- The proposition, it- was announced
- yesterday by members of the faculty,
. has not advanced to that stage where
- definite plans can be announced. The
- matter is being favorably considered,
- however, as the need of just such a fea-
~ ture of Colorado ecollege is very ap-
. parent. The present observatory is a
- stone building, two stories in heiglit,
~in a declivity near Washburn field, It
_#has a telegcope of fair power but is

~ inadequate in view of the importance

‘that would attach to a well-equipped
~ observatory at this altitude, The col-
- lege, as has been fully announced in

‘this is true it would indicate

the Gazette, is branching out in re-
gard to the weather bureau which,
through the donation of General Pal-
mer, will be made one of the most effi-
cient in the country. The observatory
plan is in line with the betterments
assured in the meteorological bureau. |
It is believed that if the Dlans of the |
faculty bear fruit the new observatory
will be regarded as orme of great im-
portance, _

It is the opinion at the @llege among |,
astronomers that the belief at Cam-
bridge, Mass., among the Harvard fac-
ulty that atmosphere has been found
to exist on Mars is correct. Professor
Percival Lowell, of the L.owell observa-
tory at Flagstaff, Arizona, has reported |.
that a brilliant projection has been
discovered on the planet Mars. The
general belief in Cambridge is that
Professor Lowell saw a cloud and if
n at-
mosphere which in turn would Make it
possible for Mars to be inhabited.




- [:hepe;
‘could be obtatned in “Colorade  than

{He Plaativ .

'I’n a. m‘ofeﬁsbr of f‘cloradn cnllege, Prof,
Prank. H l,nu(l belongs the hmmr of doing

fihe tirat regutar and definlte worlk in

‘;teliar. homgmphy in Colorado.

For _about two, manths he has been
angageﬂ In the-work at Nob Mill.  This
place was se!*eoted bepause thare was free-
 dowh from. dust and ‘haze which often aver-
%ahgs the elty, and alsa becausa the re-
flectfon from the clectric lights would be
minimized, - -

-For over a year Professor Loud has

Jtwen emdeavering to mecure a telescopic-

phomgraphic instrument for - work out
"He helléved that befter resulis
it
many ather sections of the United Biates.
Aegurad anc

Harvard university  which is similar” o

Ltwe - others which ithe univeisity owns at

o] mhl‘lds‘e and- Arequipa, Poru,
Clear Atmosphere,
~The clear: ‘atmosphers” of Arequipa has

3 enabled the obgervers at-ithat point Lo do

BN JVary, cnmp]ote wark in photegraph-
ing :the southern skies, - This work is
mittch more. complete thd]‘l anything which
has been decomplished in the north, and
for thig” reason* Harvard university has
bebn wm[ng to dean thé inatrument which

i now In. time &t MNob Hill,

This mat-hinp is Ingenious ‘and some-
] w_hat complicated, The .teloscops is phzvnd

instrument from|

‘aduptability
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'ZlTH TELESCOPE AND CAM
"ERA OUT ON NOB HILL

upon an eight-inch  plpe, which is five
fert  upder gronnd and five feet above
grbund,  In erder to make the bage thors
mghly firm and steady, the pipe in which
the instrument stands §s surrounded by
a hed. of eoncrete two {eet thick, At-
ached (0 the telescope i2 the camera, This
<cgmera has been pointed at ke polayr star
in the exposurrs thug fac made and by
i clockwerk controel eommunicpted elec-
trically from the house to the instrument
tho lens of the camera moves In consn-

|nance with the movement of tha earth

in order that {he same star or group of
stars may alwaya be imprersed upon the
pltte. This clorkwork svstem fr abso-
Iitely mecessary owing to the fact that
the exposures in this work last frorn ane
to four. hours,

Only A Beginning.

The work which hag been done thus [ar
is largely preparatory and has been with
a view to getting the ingtrument adjusted
properiy for g work. Henca most of the
exposures thus far mede have inchutded
the polar star because of  the gpecial
of thut regipn of the sky far
the puwrpose. The arc of the heavens
which iz faken in in the varlous exposures

in about 13 by 12 degrees, or large euought

to include, say, the Tditle Dipper.

It is, of course. quite fon early (o saw
just’ what results may be obtained from
this work., But the 13 plates already made
glve gronnd for the belle? that valuable

data mav bLe abliiurd for usi In astro-
nomical work. The worle here will
largely confined to tho porthern houvens
In the effort to Secure As comploin facty
regarding them as hus bee n dane with the
southern skies.
A Good Locatmn

Ravvard university - was unable to do
thisg on gceount of ils locatian. 1t 18 neg-
osEary jn this work to expose the plates
for several hours tn erder that the fainter
slars may be imaged upon  the plales,
But in Cambridgs after a certain thne the

'refleetion from the elcctric lights caused
heuco .

the plates te hacoema fogged and
spoiled the work.

The plates ara themselyes of tdeepest in-
tercst, Omne can sre Hitls upon (hem with
tha naked ave, at least only the larger
sfars,. but by the nse of o magnifiing
giags the many smaller and fainter stupes
are dizclosed, maklng a very ihteresting
study for scientist and astronomer -The
location at Nob Hill is in many respects
an ideal one. It i8 alovated, quist, frea
from smoke and the glave of cloctric
Hghts wnd gives that intense Blackiess
which {s dasirable in stellar photography.

Professor Loud s tn be congratulated
upon this opperiunity of doing o work at
ange 5o intereating :md \niuabin in .the
aclentifle world. -

Prof. Loud will give the results of hig

| investigations In an article in Lthe l-mn-

tier Monthly to ho fssurd this weck.

oy
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“The instrument used
i‘ur -taldng the, phutuqmph 13 one of

o nrdinaﬁr stn.f: '{s four' hmn:s. ,
" . The epmet can ks plajnly secen in ‘the
riotTihg ahortly after 3. o'clock, At a
‘point almost due east, and’ many: Cold-
‘rade Sprlngs people. aré- either staying
up, or seiting the alarm clock, In or-
der to view t"he he&vem:,ra vizitor. The

h!les long,. the eomet may be scen In
n} the westérii SE¥. just after sunset. It
Al Xradually grow, dIAmer, BOWEVeY, |

anﬁ the expcisure

Whir:h 1z dbout 15, 000,000

as it will {hen be passing from us at
& rate of 40 mlles 8 serond, ‘
Thé other two mmhlnes for takmg

Harvard unfversity.
cost F700-.
vard university is president of the
Westorn. Association of Stellar Photog-
tdphy, Professor ¥. H. Lood of this
clty, one of the officers, is in charge
i:tt the local obeervatory.

Prefaasor Pickgﬁng_ of Har-
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